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Learn to read, read to learn.
The Grade 3 dictionary project is a Rotary District 7080 project. The Goal of this program is to assist all students in completing the school year as good writers, active readers and creative thinkers by providing students with their own personal dictionary. The dictionaries are a gift to each student to use at school and at home for years to come.

Reading is the most important skill of all. It is the starting point for all the economic and social opportunities this world has to offer to an individual.
The success of The Grade 3 Dictionary Project is in your hands through the tireless efforts of Rotarians & Volunteers who have made a personal commitment to improving literacy and the quality of life in their community. Our volunteers are the breath of life of The Grade 3 Dictionary Project. This Project gives 100% of every dollar toward the purchase of dictionaries & materials.
The books donated to the Mitchell Woods Grade 3 students today (January 9, 2008) are a gift from the Rotary Club of Guelph-Trillium (one of 4 clubs in Guelph).  We are pleased and proud to be part of this city wide project here in Guelph.

We hope that all students will enjoy and benefit by having their own dictionary and will learn to use it in their daily life for years to come.

Kindest regards,

Barbara Fisk,

Rotarian

Rotary Club of Guelph-Trillium



January 9, 2008
President Bill Boyd
This year Rotary International President Bill Boyd is asking all of the Rotary Clubs throughout the world to focus on literacy. He has recommended Dictionary Project like this as an easy and effective program to all of the Rotary Clubs. We are honored that he thinks so much of these projects. 

Rotary Promotes Literacy 
When does a child learn to read? Many people might say, "in kindergarten or first grade." But researchers have told us something very important. Learning to read and write can start at home, long before children go to school. Children can start down the road to becoming readers from the day they are born. Very early, children begin to learn about spoken language when they hear their family members talking, laughing, and singing, and when they respond to all of the sounds that fill their world. They begin to understand written language when they hear adults read stories to them and see adults reading newspapers, magazines, and books for themselves. These early experiences with spoken and written language set the stage for children to become successful readers and writers. 
Did you know? 130 million of the world's children aged 6-11 are not in school. Of these, 90 million are girls. One in four of the girls who start primary school drop out within four years.  More than half of these 130 million children are in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Nigeria. A further 150 million children drop out without basic literacy or numeracy skills.

